





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Imitated Memory of the Island:
The Gesture of Return in Shimakomoru 
(The Indistinct Island) by Tami Sakiyama
SUZUKI Tomoyuki
Faculty of Social Sciences
Hosei University 
The impossibility of return to the home island is one of the
central themes in the early writings of the novelist Tami
Sakiyama, who was born in Iriomote-jima (in the Yaeyama
Islands), which she left at the age of fourteen. Shimakomoru (The
Indistinct Island), published in 1990, tells a story of a young
woman who tries in vain to move into an island located very close
to her home island (“O-island”). In this novel, every element is
marked by a dual meaning on the symbolic level, and the island
itself appears, through the effect of proximity, as a substitute for
the neighboring one. The heroine crosses the ocean twice and finds
finally that trying to live on the island is a way of struggling with
her own memory of childhood in O-island. She recognizes the
absence of the “home island” from which her memory is coming
back to a real space across the ocean. Nevertheless, she decides to
remain for a little while longer, imitating the way of life and,
above all, the way of dance of the island. This action of the heroine
suggests another way to face the memory of the home island.
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